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Juv001. Juvenal 

[Rome], [Ulric Han?] [1468–69?] 

Title page: none. 

Colophon: none. 

Collation: Royal 8° by quarter sheets: [1–710 88], 78 leaves (f. 78 blank), unnumbered. 

Contents: f. 1r ‘[  6]Emper ego auditor tantum : | nunꝙ̃ ne reponã . Vexatus | totiens rauci theſeide 
codri ? |’ ; f. 77v ‘| Vt leti phaleris omnes & torquibus omnes’; f. 78 blank. 

Typography: 86R (leaded to 109 mm approx.); blank spaces left for greek type; 25 (also 24 

and 26) lines; 136 × 81 mm; no catchwords or signatures; no running titles. 

Paper: Royal paper (60 × 44 cm): page size 20 × 14 cm (Uppsala). 9.75 edition sheets. 

Editio princeps 

Printed on a one-pull press 

There is frequent confusion in catalogues and repertories between H9661 (this edition) 

and H9660 (Juv003, [1471?]). Proctor’s 3344, for example, is not in fact a copy of this 

edition but of H9660. Bühler (1955) is of great importance in sorting out the chronology 

and attribution of these and other early editions up to 1473; (he does not, however, discuss 

Juv005, Juv008 and Juv009). 

Ulric Han (Udalricus Gallus) was the second printer at Rome, where he printed from 1467 

to 1471. His second type, 86R, in use in 1468 and 1469, provides an approximate date for 

this edition. The 86R fount has alternative forms of lowercase i with dots and without; it 

has spaced full-stops, colons and question marks. 

The first four lines of Satire I are set as six lines of prose to the right of the six-line initial 

space. Each satire starts with a two-line initial space, often at the top of a page, with a 

short page preceding, e.g. f.20v with Satire VI starting at the top of f.21r. 

The Uppsala copy has some traces of manuscript signatures, e.g. ‘dj’, ‘fij’, ‘hj’. 

The format of the book requires explanation. It is recorded as octavo by ISTC. The 

chainlines are vertical, which could suggest a very small folio: the physical page size is 

20 × 14 cm (Uppsala copy). The collation in tens suggests at first sight that the book might 

have been printed as a quarto by half-sheets, as was typical at this early date, but the 

direction of the chainlines does not support this. The watermark is found towards the 

centre of the top margin of the leaf. This indicates that the printer was working with sheets 

which were each one-quarter of a Royal sheet (43 × 62 cm), giving an uncut octavo page 

size of 21 × 15 cm, and that the format of the book must be considered to be octavo printed 

in quarter sheets (Needham, pp. 43–45). This is confirmed by the pattern of watermarks 

in the gatherings in the Uppsala copy (watermarks are ‘o’, absence of watermark ‘x’): 

(1) oxxoo||xxxxx 3:2 

(2)  xxooo||xxxxx 3:2 

(3)  xxxxo||xxxxx 1:4 

(4)  xoxxo||xxxxx 2:3 

(5)  ooxxx||ooxxx 4:1 

(6)  xoxox||xxxxo 3:2 

(7)  oxxxx||xoxxx 2:3 

(8)  xoxx||xxxx 1:3 

This is matched by examination of the first four gatherings of the Rylands copy: 
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xxxoo||xxxxx ..... 2:3 

xoooo||xxxxx ..... 4:1 

xoxxo||xxxxx ..... 2:3 

oxoxo||xxxxx ..... 3:2 

19 of the 39 quarter sheets have watermarks of the Uppsala copy but their distribution 

shows that they cannot have been printed as whole sheets in octavo. The sheets of royal 

paper must have been divided into four before printing and each quarter sheet printed (and 

later gathered) as a separate unit. A number of pages are not squarely aligned with their 

conjugates. This suggests that the book was printed one page at a time on royal quarter 

sheets. It is almost certain that a book in this format would have been printed on a one-

pull press (Shaw, 2016; Hellinga, 2014, 8–15). 

The only other octavo text recorded by ISTC for Han of the same approximate date, using 

the same type, is Phalaris, Epistolae, [n. d.], 8o [⁎4; a–f8], 27 lines, 86R leaded to 98 mm 

(BMC iv, p. 19: IA.17240 = G.8224); the British Library copy shows a similar pattern of 

watermarks which could not occur if the whole sheet had been folded, printed, and 

gathered uncut at the time of binding. Evidence of pinholes at the top and bottom edges 

of the leaves confirm that the paper was placed on the press as quarter sheets. The page 

size of the Phalaris is also 20 × 14 cm, indicating the use of the same paper stock as for 

the Juvenal. Paul Needham records the same conclusion for the Pierpont Morgan copy of 

this Juvenal (Needham, p. 45, no. 21). It is likely that Han's editio princeps of Persius 

(Morgan no. 1, of a similar date but apparently issued separately) was also an octavo by 

quarter sheets as it also has 25 lines to the page, with a page size of 22.5 × 15.5 cm. 

Described by Dibdin (Introduction, ii, 141), probably incorrectly, as ‘one of the rarest 

classical volumes in the world’, Han’s first Juvenal is often overlooked as the editio 

princeps because there is no copy recorded in the original edition of Goff or in the British 

Library catalogues. It is given its rightful status by P. de Labriolle and F. Villeneuve in 

their Budé edition of Juvenal (p. xxvi), by M. H. Morgan in his bibliography of Persius 

(no, 1, note), and more especially by Bühler. 

Bibliographical references: H9661; IGI 5564; Goff Supp J625a; GW M15756; ISTC 

ij00625500. 

Locations: Florence: BLaurenziana. The Hague: Meermanno-Westreenianum (*2.f. 49; lacks 

f. 78; washed). Manchester: JRyUL (*3190; washed). Naples: BN. New York: Morgan 

Library (*ChL 607A). Porrentruy: BCant (ff. h2/h7 replaced by two manuscript leaves) . 

Uppsala: UB (*Ink.32:104 8:o; ‘Liber Bibliothecæ Varmien.’: war booty in 1626 from 

the chapter library of the diocese of Ermland in Frauenburg/Frombork in Prussia). 

[7 copies] 
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